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WHEN Lord Odo Russell, happily recovered from illness,
returned to Berlin in September, he found the prepara-
tions for the meeting of the three emperors already far advanced,
and the whole diplomatic world speculating on the new epoch
that the visit would inaugurate. A feeling of excited anticipation
had long been felt in the capital. The imperial visits had not
been arranged without difficulty. Six years earlier Austria and
Prussia had been engaged in armed conflict, and the relations
between Russia and Austria had been strained ever since the
latter had "astonished the world by her ingratitude" during the
Crimean War. Originally, only Francis Joseph had been
expected in Berlin, and the way had been carefully paved by
previous interviews at Gastein and Salzburg. The implacable
opposition of the Archduchess Sophie had hitherto been an
insuperable obstacle to a visit to the capital of the new empire she
hated to recognize, and Bismarck's persecution of the Church
of which she was a most loyal daughter only confirmed her
conviction that the two countries ought to have as little to do with
each other as possible.1 Therefore, although Andrassy had
suggested the meeting as early as 17 April 1872, it was only on
20 June, after the death of the Archduchess, that the forthcoming
visit was officially announced.2 Almost immediately the Emperor
Alexander proposed himself as a second guest,3 an extraordinary
gesture in view of Austro-Russian relations, but the Emperor
William was very fond of his nephew and declared himself only
too happy to welcome him at the same time.

It was to be expected that such a meeting would awaken public
curiosity, and the newspapers made the most of the opportunity,
assuming for the greater part, that the visit was a compliment to
the new empire and a recognition of its greatness. It was hailed
as a guarantee of peace in that France, ignorant of the strength

1Schweinitz I. 296.

2F.O. 64. 745. No. 178. To Lord Granville. 17 June 1872.

8G.P. I. p.197. At the time it was not known from whom the initiative came.
Lord Augustus Loftus imagined that Andrassy suggested it (Lord A.G. II. 32)
a current view also expressed by Gontaut-Biron (p.153) Lord Odo thought that
Gorchakov had persuaded the Tsar to visit Berlin to checkmate Bismarck.
Other people believed the Emperor William had invited his nephew spon-,
taneously. See Slavonic Review, VIII, 400.